
 
 
 

Fordham University Alumni Chapter of Washington, D.C 
Brien McMahon Memorial Award 

For 
Distinguished Public Service 

 
In 1962, the Board of Directors established the Brien McMahon Memorial Award for 

Distinguished Public Service in memory of U.S. Senator Brien McMahon of Connecticut. The 
Senator graduated from Fordham University in 1924 and was an early booster of the Chapter. 
As a U.S. Senator, he rendered distinguished service to his country as Chairman of the Joint 
Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy (the first joint Congressional Committee).  As a 
result of Senator McMahon’s persistence and sponsorship, the Atomic Energy Act became law in 
1946. Unfortunately, Senator McMahon’s promising career was cut short due to an early death 
from cancer. 

This award is a non-partisan, non-sectarian award intended to give recognition to a worthy 
candidate who has rendered distinguished public service that reflects the ideals of Fordham 
University in the profession or vocation of the person’s choice. Members of the Chapter propose 
recipients for the Award, and selection by the Board of Directors is based solely on the recipient’s 
demonstrated distinguished public service.  

 
 

Recipients of the  
Brien McMahon Memorial Award for Distinguished Public Service  

 
Religious  
Mother Teresa 
Rev. James C. Finlay, S.J.  
Rev. Robert I. Gannon, S.J.  
Rev. Gilbert V. Hartke, O.P.  
Rev. Laurence J. McGinley, S.J.  
Rev. Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J.  
Donald Cardinal Wuerl 
 
 
Government – Executive  
Hon. Hubert H. Humphrey  
Hon. Robert F. Kennedy  
Hon. Henry A. Kissinger  
Hon. Dean Rusk  
Hon. Arthur J. Goldberg  
Hon. W. Averell Harriman  
Hon. Arthur F. Burns  
Hon. William J. Casey  
Governor Malcolm Wilson 
Louis J. Freeh  
John Brennan 

Government – Legislative  
Hon. Jacob K. Javits  
Hon. John McCain  
Hon. Daniel Patrick Moynihan  
Hon. Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. 
Hon. John Lewis 
Hon. Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
 
 
Government – Judiciary  
Justice William Rehnquist  
Justice Tom C. Clark  
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor  
Justice Antonin Scalia 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
 
 
Government - Military  
General John M. (Jack) Keane, USA 
General Alexander M. Haig, USA  
General Colin L. Powell, USA  
Lt General Arthur G. Trudeau, USA  

Science, Medicine, and Mental 
Health  
C. Everett Koop, M.D. Sc.D.  
Eunice Kennedy Shriver  
   and Sargent Shriver  
Dr. Wernher von Braun  
Dr. Ronald DePinho 
Dr. Anthony S. Fauci 
 
 
Non-Governmental Organizations  
Mr. Thomas R. Donahue 
Mr. Kevin M. Ryan 
 
  
News, Entertainment and Sports  
Mr. Walter Cronkite  
Miss Helen Hayes  
Mr. Vincent Lombardi  
Mr. Ed Sullivan 
Ms. Katie Couric  
Ms. Mary Martha Corinne Morrison 
Claiborne "Cokie" Roberts 
(posthumous) 

 


